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1. SUMMARY. LEADING ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI) OFFICIALS 
HAVE ENTERED THE PUBLIC DEBATE ON THE MAJOR ISSUES FACING THE 
COUNTRY, ESPECIALLY THE QUESTION OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE PCI 
TO THE GOVERNMENT, AS THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN ITALY CONTINUES 
TO HEAT UP. THE PARTY SPOKESMEN HAVE, FOR THE PRESENT MOMENT, 
STEERED CLEAR OF SETTING FORTH THE PRECISE PCI OBJECTIVES, BUT 
THEY ARE STRESSING THAT THE TIME HAS COME WHEN THE VOICE OF THE 
PCI MUST BE FELT IN THE ITALIAN GOVERNING PROCESS. END SUMMARY. 

2. NOT UNEXPECTEDLY SENIOR PCI OFFICIALS HAVE ENTERED THE 
PUBLIC DEBATE WHICH HAS BEEN BUILDING UP IN RECENT WEEKS AS 
THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS CONFRONTING THE 
COUNTRY CONTINUE TO GROW. CENTRAL TO THE CURRENT DEBATE, AND 
A THEME, TO WHICH THE PCI LEADERS HAVE ADDRESSED THEMSELVES, 
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IS THE ROLE THE PARTY SHOULD PLAY IN THE ITALIAN GOVERNING 
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PROCESS. 

3. THE THRUST OF THE STATEMENTS FROM PCI LEADERS SUCH AS 
AMENDOLA, GALLUZZI, AND COSSUTTA IS THAT THE ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL CRISIS CONFRONTING THE COUNTRY AT THIS POINT IS SO 
SERIOUS THAT IT CAN ONLY BE RESOLVED THROUGH THE COMBINED 
EFFORTS OF THE MAIOR DEMOCRATIC FORCES IN THE COUNTTRY, 

INCLUDING THE COMMUNISTS. EMPHASIZING THIS POINT IN AN EDI- 
TORIAL WRITTEN FOR L'UNITA ON SEPTEMBER 1, CARLO GALLUZZI, A 
MEMBER OF THE PARTY'S DIRECTORATE, NOTED THAT THE CURRENT 
DEB ATFRF, COGNIZES QUOTE THE FULL RIGHT OF THE FORCE REPRE- 
SENTED BY THE PCI TO PARTICIPATE IN THE POLITICAL DIRECTION 
OF THE COUNTRY END QUOTE. 

4. TO DATE THE PCI SPOKESMEN HAVE ASSIDUOUSLY AVOIDED DE- 
FINING PUBLICLY THE PRECISE ROLE WHICH THE PARTY ACTUALLY 
WANTS TO PLAY IN THE ITALIAN GOVERNING PROCESS. NOT ONE OF 
THESE LEADERS HAS ISSUED A DIRECT CALL FOR PCI INCLUSION IN 
ANY SUCCESSOR TO THE PRESENT RUMOR GOVERNMENT. THE LEADERS 
DO SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT A PRICE WILL HAVE TO BE PAID FOR 

PCI COOPERATION IN THE GOVERNING PROCESS, EITHER FROM WITHIN 
A GOVERNING COALITION OR THROUGH A CONSULTATIVE ROLE. 

DEFINING THIS PRICE IN AN INTERVIEW WITH A CORRESPONDENT 

OF IL MONDO, PUBLISHED IN THE SEPTEMBER 12 ISSUE, GIORGIO 

AMENDOLA, A SENIOR MEMBER OF THE PCI'S POLITICAL OFFICE, STATED THAT 

THE PCI SEES QUOTE THE NEED TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM OF 

NATIONAL RENEWAL THAT TAKES INTO ACCOUNT BOTH FOREIGN 

AND DOMESTIC POLICY END QUOTE. 

5. COMMENT. THE CURRENT PUBLIC DEBATE, ERUPTING AS IT HAS 
WITH THE THREAT OF A NEW GOVERNMENTAL CRISIS CONFRONTING THE 
NATION, HAS PROVIDED THE PCI WITH A USEFUL PEG UPON WHICH 

TO ADVANCE ITS CLAIM THAT IT SHOULD BE BROUGHT EITHER 
DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY INTO THE ITALIAN GOVERNING PROCESS. 
RECOGNIZING THE RISKS FOR THE PARTY OF ACTUALLY ENTERING 
INTO A GOVERNING COALITON AT A TIME WHEN THE ECONOMIC 
WELL-BEING OF THE COUNTRY IS AT STATE, THE SPOKESMEN DO NOT GO 
BEYOND REFLECTING THE PARTY LEADERSHIP S INTEREST IN JOCKEYING FOR 
POSITION AT A TIME OF MAJOR POLITICAL UNCERTAINTY. NEVERTHELESS, 

THE PCI'S PRESENT ARGUMENTS ARE A LOGICAL FOLLOW-ON TO PARTY 
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SECRETARY GENERAL BERLINGUER'S CALL OF LAST FALL FOR A HISTORICAL 
COMPROMISE BETWEEN THE MAJOR ITALIAN POLITICAL FORCES. THE PRESENT 
SITUATION ENABLES THE PCI LEADERSHIP TO ASSERT TO THE NATION THAT 
EVENTS ARE PROVING THE CORRECTNESS OF BERLINGUER'S THEORY THAT 
THE PCI MUST INEVITABLY BE DRAWN INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF 
ITALIAN POLITICAL LIFE. VOLPE 
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